Reflecting on My Decision to Pursue a Nurse Educator Specialty
[bookmark: _GoBack]My journey into nursing commenced few years ago where I pursued my Associate Degree in Nursing from Prince George Community College. I later joined Chamberlain University and pursued a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Currently in am pursuing an MSN with Nursing Education as my area of specialization. I have a five years’ experience in the nursing field. Choosing nursing educator specialty makes sense especially with the current role of a clinical supervisor. In addition, I view this specialty as vital in my future career.
Working as clinical supervisor, I find myself naturally involved in teaching and mentoring new nurses. I have noticed that if staff education is done correctly, it ends up reflecting in patient care as well as team confidence. That connection between good teaching and good nursing outcomes have stuck with me and pushed me toward the educator path. Nurse educators are high in demand. The American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN, 2023) highlights an ongoing shortage of qualified nursing faculty. Knowing I could help close that gap made this specialty feel the right fit for me personally and professionally.
My aim is to complete this program with a solid understanding of evidence based teaching and curriculum development. After my graduation I plan to work as a nursing educator. Through my experience as a supervisor, I have managed to improve my communication skills and leadership skills which are critical in this role. A key professional organization for this specialty is the National League for Nursing (NLN). The NLN supports nurse educators through networking, research and professional development (NLN, 2023). Membership is available through their website, with student discounts offered. Joining will help me prepare for the Certified Nurse Educator (CNE) credential and stay current in the field.
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